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LEARNING AND EYFS

Learning and EYFS

WHO IT'S FOR WHERE TO FIND IT

Practitioner Room leader Manager Learning

Learning is where you record observations of children's learning, link them to the areas of learning in
your chosen framework (Development Matters or Birth to 5 Matters), and see each child's progress. It

needs the Learning Journey module.

The Learning » Dashboard shows how many observations there are, which children haven't had one
recently, and the latest observations.

Guides in this area
Guide When
Observations Recording what a child did, and linking it to the framework

Progress and the check atage two  Seeing a child's progress, and the progress check between two and three

What the law asks of you

The EYFS statutory framework for group and school-based providers (effective 1 September 2026) asks
you to keep parents and carers up to date with their child's progress (paragraph 2.3), and, when a child is
aged between two and three, to review their progress and give parents a short written summary of their
development in the prime areas (paragraph 2.6), as set out in paragraphs 2.7 to 2.10. Development

Matters and Birth to 5 Matters are non-statutory guidance.
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LEARNING AND EYFS

Learning: observations

WHO IT'S FOR WHERE TO FIND IT TIME YOU NEED

Practitioner Learning » Observations A few minutes Permission to record

Ermn leerlar » Add Observation observations; publishing

needs permission to

Manager
2 publish observations

Purpose

Capture a moment of a child's learning, with photos if you have them, and link it to the areas of learning

so it counts towards their progress.

Before you start

e Choose your nursery in the top bar: you can't save an observation without one.
e Check you have the parent's consent for photos of their child.

Record the observation
In the menu, select Learning, then Observations » Add Observation.

Under Photos & videos, tap to add up to 10 photos or videos (JPEG, PNG, HEIC or MP4, up to 20

MB each), with a caption each.
Give it a Title @.

Under What did you observe? Q describe what the child did and said, and what it shows about
their learning.

Under Children o search for and select each child it's about.

Check the Date observed, and choose the Type if you use them (for example Snapshot or
Learning story).

Select Save as draft to finish it later, or Publish @).
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Lion Lodge New Observation

['Q Quick search... (Ctrisk) | Photos & videos Title *
Add a photo first — Nina can describe whats happening )

Water tray: filling and pouring o ‘

08 Dashboard

2, Children & Families v

® What did you observe?

Lo Stoff v

Tap to add photos Esme filled the small jug at the water tray and poured it carefully into the funnel,
© Safeguarding N or drag and drop here watching the water run out of the bottom. She said ‘more water” and did it again

JPEG, PNG, HEIC, MP4 — up to 20 MB each three times, then tried the bigger jug. e

MODULES
Q Daily Care v
Attendance v +# Ask Nina

Add a photo or some notes for Nina to work from
f8 Rota & Timesheets v
Children *

[&] Invoices & Payments v 4# Suggest title & description Esme x

@ Finance v - —
Q Esme e ‘
¢ Funding v ’
Esme
0 Learning ~ ‘ @ 2y ém * Toddlers
Dashboard
Observations M
All Observations Date observed Type (optional)
Add Observation 16/11/2026 = ‘ — select — v
Powered by Early Tree o

Early Tree 2026110 - © 2026 Early Tree
L) Save as draft Publish Cancel
Help Whats new

® Recording an observation.

ASK NINA

Ask Nina can suggest a title and description from a photo, and suggest areas and statements
when you link the observation to the framework. Check and edit what it suggests: you know the
child.

Link it to the framework
Open the observation and select Review. The page is Link to Framework.

If your nursery uses both frameworks, choose one.

For each statement the observation shows, choose Emerging, Developing or Secure.

o Choose an area of learning (for example CL for Communication and Language) and an age band.
e Select Save selected.

What you should see

The observation shows its status (Draft or Published) and the statements it's linked to, and the
child's progress in the EYFS tracker includes it.
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Common problems

"Please select a nursery from the top bar."

Choose your nursery in the selector at the top of the menu, then save again.

| can't edit an observation.

Only drafts can be edited. Published observations, and ones shared by a parent, can't be changed.

Some photos didn't upload.

The observation was saved without them. Open it, select Edit observation and add them again.

Related guides

e Progress and the check at age two
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LEARNING AND EYFS

Learning: progress and the check at age two

WHO IT'S FOR WHERE TO FIND IT TIME YOU NEED
Key person Learning » Development A few minutes per Access to children's
Room leader » EYFS Tracker child records
Manager
Purpose

See where each child is across the areas of learning, what to focus on next, and gather what you need

for the progress check at age two.

Before you start

e Progress comes from observations linked to the framework (see Observations).

A child's progress
o In the menu, select Learning, then Development » EYFS Tracker.

e Search for the child 0 The tracker shows each area of learning with the child's level: Emerging
(beginning to show this skill), Developing (showing it regularly, not yet secure) or Secure

(demonstrated consistently).

e Development » Next Steps lists the statements the child is still emerging in, as a starting point for

planning. Cohort Overview shows the whole room at a glance.
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K7 s i i v < v
“ig Early Tree < Q Seorch..  ctrix £ Q2 @ Owner S.

Lion Lodge v EYFS Tracker

View a child's assessed development across all areas of learning.
| @ Quick search... (Ctri+K)

@ Progress is built from EYFS togs added to observations. When you create an observation and tag a statement as Emerging, Developing, or Secure, it appears here. Add an
08 Dashboard observation —

o  Chil il .
&5 @il &lFemilies Q Search for a child to view their EYFS progress... a

Lo Stoff v
Select a child above to view their EYFS progress.
© Safeguarding v
MODULES
Q Daily Care v
Attendance v

f8 Rota & Timesheets v

[&] Invoices & Payments v

@ Finance v
¢ Funding v
0 Learning ~
Dashboard
Observations >
Forest Journey
Development v

Powered by Early Tree
Early Tree 2026110 - © 2026 Early Tree
Ltd

Help Whats new

® The EYFS tracker.

The progress check at age two

When a child is aged between two and three, you must review their progress and give their parents a
short, written summary of their development in the prime areas (EYFS paragraph 2.6). The summary
must highlight where the child is progressing well, where some additional support might be needed, and
any concern about developmental delay, and describe what you'll do about it (paragraph 2.8).

0 Select Learning » Reports » 2-Year-Old Check.

o Every child aged 2 to 3 is listed, with their best level so far in the three prime areas:
Communication & Language, Personal, Social & Emotional Development and Physical

Development. No evidence yet means there are no linked observations in that area.

o Use this, with your own knowledge of the child and the parents' views, to write the summary.

Early Tree shows the evidence; it doesn't write or send the summary for you.
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Lion Lodge v 2-Year-Old Check

Statutory progress check for children aged 2 to 3 years.
| @ Quick search.. (Ctri+K) ‘

About the 2-year-old progress check

08 Dashboard A statutory progress check for children aged 2 to 3 years, focusing on the three Prime areas of development: Communication & Language, Personal,
Social & Emotional Development, and Physical Development.

2, Children & Families v

o . .
Po Staff e Birth to 5 Matters Birth to S Matters Development Matters Development Matters
© Safeguarding v
13 children eligible for the 2-year-old check.
MODULES
o Alfie Badgerton 0 statements with evidence
Q Daily Care 9
DOB: 28 Nov 2024 - Age: 2 years
Attendance v
Communication & Language Personal, Social & Emotional Development Physical Development
f8 Rota &Timesheets v No evidence yet No evidence yet No evidence yet
[&] Invoices & Payments v
& Finance v
Rosie Thistlewood 0 statements with evidence
¢ Funding ~ DOB: 7 Nov 2024 - Age: 2 years
D Learning & Communication & Language Personal, Social & Emotional Development Physical Development
Dashboard No evidence yet No evidence yet No evidence yet
Observations >
Forest Journey
Ralph Tumbleweed 0 statements with evidence
Dlzvitefaimta > DOB: 28 Nov 2024 - Age: 2 years
Powered by Early Tree Communication & Language Personal, Social & Emotional Development Physical Development
E::;LY LR A R TP AL No evidence yet No evidence yet No evidence yet

Help Whats new

® The 2-Year-Old Check page shows the evidence for each child aged 2 to 3.

Common problems

A child shows "No evidence yet".

None of their observations are linked to that area. Review their observations and link them to the
framework.

A child is missing from the 2-Year-Old Check.
Only children aged 24 to 36 months today are listed. Check their date of birth on their record.

Related guides

e QObservations
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